
 
 

Caring for big raptors: the 
experience from Greece 
  statistics, diagnosis, intensive care 

 
Anna Kazazou: Member Scientific Board and Animal Management and Welfare team (ANIMA) 

Bird curator  - Conservation action leader (EAZA-Attica  Zoological Park ) 

 



An NGO focusing on rehabilitation of wild animals  

 

Operates the main First Aid Station for wildlife in Greece 

 

ANIMA 



   Each year: 

•  We rehabilitate 3.000-4.000 wild animals -35.000 in 14years 

•  Respond to thousands of citizens for issues concerning wildlife   

•  Recruiting hundreds of Volunteers 

•  150 Volunteers today 

ANIMA 



 



 



Good and successful collaborations with: 

 NGO’S 

 Forestry department  

 Authorities 

 Universities 

 Stakeholders 



 Greek Hunting association 

 Instant Action and Fire Department 

and 

 any organization or individual 

 

  ……in order to address threats to wildlife 

  

Good and successful collaborations with: 



ANIMA and Vultures 

• 164 Vulture admissions 

 

• 154 Griffon vultures 

• 4  Egyptian vultures 

• 4 Cinereous vultures 

• Mostly young birds 

 

    Admissions causes: 

• Birds poisoned  

• Young-lost 

• Electrocution – wind 

turbine 

 

• 95% from Crete 

• 5 West cost – Messolonghi 

 



Egyptian Vulture 





Cinereous vulture 





Gyps fulvus 



Young weak birds are gaining strength 



ANIMA and Diurnal Birds of Prey 

• 1887  Buteo buteo  

•    10  Pandion haliaetus 

•     3   Aquila chrysaetos 

•    6   Aquila pomarina  

•    45  Circaetus gallicus  

•    10  Aquila pennata 

•      5  Aquila fasciata  

•    77  Pernis apivorus 

•     66  Buteo rufinous 
 
 

 



Admission causes 
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241 birds in total 
 
 
 
 
 

Electrocution  
28% 

Weak 
5% 

Poisoning  
 

0% 
 

1% 

Accident  
52% 

Illigal shooting 
10% 

Illigal 
capturing 

0% 

Car accident 
  

4% 

Bubo bubo  



 Pandion haliaetus 
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Aquila pennata 

Accident  
40% 

Illigal shooting 
50% 

Illigal 
capturing 

10% 

10  Birds in total 



Aquila fasciatus 

5  Birds in total 
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Pernis apivorus 

77  Birds in total 
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Aquila pomarina 
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Circaetus gallicus 
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Important points leading to better diagnosis 

 

•  Primary feedback comes from the area the animal 

was found (region,  time of the year, species, 

symptoms)  

 

• Drawing from previous experience we can assume 

with high accuracy the first diagnosis of each incident 

 

• The average people not able to  deal with the birds 

found 

•  Training (first aid) key people in important areas with 

high activity 

• First aid : serenity, darkness ,fluids , decrease stress 

 

 

 

 

 

 

•     



 

• First aid station: Physical examination 

  

• Our vet team – Vet clinic : x-ray , blood test, 

surgeries, ultrasound 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Keeping all historical data per  incident  

 

•  Lack of reliable labs: microbiology and 

histology = 

Un-definitive diagnosis 



 First aid station 

  Quite / restricted holding area 

 Darkness 

 Fluids 

 Decrease stress 

 Providing primary treatment 

 Intensive care 

 Hands on  

 Tube feeding 



Aguilla fasciata 

 

Bubo bubo 

Accidents and shooting 

For all big raptors  

except  

young griffon vultures  

X-ray  

is needed 



Electrocution – Car accident-Wind turbine 



Poisoning 

    Birds poisoned due to poisoned carcass consumption: 

•  Body score condition is good  

•  Weakness 

•  Spasms 

First aid is crusial 

Providing  liquids and 

water ,vitamin B and 

cortisone and some 

times antibiotics  

Blood examination is 

needed 



Weak young birds 



When a reason is not obvious  



 

 
 



Treatment and recuperation: things to note 
Anna Kazazou, Member Scientific Board and 

Animal Management and Welfare team (ANIMA, Greece) 



 Stage one :    Intensive care  - unstable                     

 Drip(fluids) 

 Tube feeding 

 Weight check 

 Restricted space, light and noise  

 Medication : oral or injectional 

 Post-surgery recovery 

 Hands on 

 Stage two:       Secondary treatment  - Out of danger              

                                              

 Body score condition check 

 Less hands on  

 Eating /drinking alone 

 Medication : oral or injectional 

Stage three:      Recuperation  - to be released   

          

     Moving to bigger space 

 Reducing hands on/contact 

 Increasing physical condition 

 Whole prey feeds 

High 

Stress 
level 

Low 



First and second stage treatment at the station 





Vet team: Achilleas Akrivos - Babis Xaralabidis on duty 



Special cases  







































































































Moving them to a temporary adapting enclosure 





Imping feather technic 



Natural History Museum of Crete, University of Crete 

Ringing with Dr. Xirouchakis Stavros 

Vulture holding area 



Biometrical data   



Πομπός στο Πανεπιστήμιο Κρήτης 
GPS tracker  



Transport  



The release process 



Unforgettable release moments 



Raising public awareness 



 

Project GYPAS for protProject GYPAS for protecting and enhancing the 

population of Griffon Vulture 

Cross-Border Cooperation Programme Greece - Cyprus 2007-2013  





 


